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are in degree penal slaves. All government from the 
mildest restraint of a citizen of the freest people, to a 
soldier in the most despotic army retards evolution in in- 
tellect and morals. 

War must go. Government must go. Freedom and 
love must reign. 

Hindsboeo, III. J. C. Barnes. 



War and Imperialism Fatal to Self- 
Government. 

ADDRESS OF WILLIAM LLOYD GARRISON AT THE ANNUAL 

MEETING OF THE UNIVERSAL PEACE UNION AT MYSTIC, 

CONN., AUGUST 25. 

The late war with Spain was worked up with the un- 
spontaneity of a labored drama. It was not called for 
by the people, was earnestly opposed by disinterested 
thinkers who had the public ear, and the aversion of the 
evidently sincere President and Secretary of the Navy 
gave hopes of a peaceful settlement. 

A remarkable series of fortuitous events strengthened 
the hands of the yellow journals and the Jingoes in Con- 
gress, beginning with the theft of the Spanish minister's 
private letter from the mails for publication, the still un- 
explained explosion which destroyed the Maine, and the 
carefully worked up speech of Senator Proctor, ostensibly 
in behalf of the starving reconcentrados who were soon 
to rue the Senator's friendship. All contributed to fire 
the heart of the nation and force the unprepared adminis- 
tration to instant war. 

Like the Franco-Prussian War, initiated by a false- 
hood, our hostilities with Spain were hurried regardless 
of truth or national honor. In the light of to-day's 
knowledge of the Cuban insurrection and real character 
of the insurgents, of , the eagerness of Spain to avoid 
fighting by generous concessions, of the brutal and blind 
delcaration of war by Congress regardless of preparation 
or season, the verdict of history must pronounce the 
inception of the struggle to be without justification. 

It is the fashion to deprecate war in time of peace. 
Then the church dwells on the Beatitudes and especially 
blesses the peacemakers. The moralist quotes with ap- 
proval General Sherman's dictum that " War is Hell," and 
Lowell's assertion that it is " murder." The economist 
demonstrates its wastefulness and the consequent increase 
of tax burdens, while the sociologist explains the direct 
relation between militarism and the poverty of the masses. 

But the conspirators prevail. The reckless and noisy 
minority gains control of Congressmen by arts destructive 
to popular government, with no appeal to the suffrages 
of the people on a subject of gravest moment to the re- 
public. The shock of arms is precipitated, and patriot- 
ism and the flag invoked to enforce support of the in- 
iquity. 

The game succeeds. The ministers of the church, with 
few exceptions, who zealously begged the President to 
avert war, experience a new baptism and proclaim the 
conflict a holy one. 

" In religion 
What damned error, but some sober brow 
Will bless it, and approve it with a text 
Hiding the grossness with fair ornament!" 

The moralist discovers and enlarges upon the ethics of 



war, however silent he may be on the ethics of hell, 
which he so recently declared a synonym. It ceases to 
be murder when it carries the endorsing letters U. S. A. 

The economist can be pliant too. He now figures 
how small per capita the added burdens will be and mag- 
nifies the wealth and financial ability of seventy millions 
of Americans. The social student hastens to forget his 
objects of misery in his haste to manufacture new ones 
by the aid of shot and shell. The virtues of moral cour- 
age are decried and brute valor is exalted. 

Then all the hidden atheism of a nation is brazenly 
revealed. An appeal to abstract principle is responded 
to with denial or ridicule. What is called " necessity" 
is held to override the moral law. Large and vague 
expressions become current coin. " Manifest destiny," 
" The logic of events," " Our duty to other nations," 
"We must not shirk responsibilities laid upon us," 
" The Lord's will must be accepted and we are not justi- 
fied in declining his leading," a mixture of excuses for 
violating the Decalogue and blasphemy which vainly at- 
tempt to cloak a crime. Hypocrisy, the tribute which 
vice is said to pay to virtue, characterizes all these hol- 
low pretences of altruism. 

Behold a country that has had its century of dishonor 
with the Indians and its infamy with the negro, prating 
of its new-found duty to swarms of people of whose na- 
ture and needs it knows nothing ! Admire the assurance 
of a people which shuts its doors against foreign commerce 
proclaiming the necessity of conquest for the sake of 
trade ! Note the anxiety of a nation that bars out the 
Chinese, hurrying to annex whole populations of Asiatics ! 
Think of a republic which jealously warns off foreign 
nations from the American continent, now claiming the 
right to hold dominion in the Philippines because Admiral 
Dewey destroyed a Spanish fleet in the harbor of Manila ! 
What a spectacle is presented by a democracy, perplexed 
at its own miscarriage of self-government, undertaking 
with jaunty confidence to govern hordes of peoples in the 
tropics, alien in manners, traditions and habits to all that 
Americans hold dear ! 

To enter upon such a career as our Jingoes picture, 
we must renounce the principles which have made the 
country great. Imperial rule abroad necessitates impe- 
rial rule at home. No nation can have adjustable ethics, 
applicable alike to freedom and to the government of sub- 
jugated races. If it is right to deny suffrage to the gov- 
erned people in the Sandwich Islands, it will not be long 
before, under the plea of necessity, suffrage in the United 
States will be curtailed and the right of the governed to 
choose their representatives denied. Already the Su- 
preme Court, feeling the trend of imperial ideas, decides 
that the crime of Mississippi in disfranchising its citizens 
under false pretences is constitutional, thus disarming the 
priticism that we are defrauding our new Hawaiian fellow- 
citizens of their right to the ballot. 

The war itself has settled no principles. They always 
remain to be settled by reason. Shooting men never yet 
converted them to right thinking. Our j'oung men and 
the conscripted sons of Spanish mothers have been trying 
to blow each other out of existence. We ask, as Car- 
lyle a9ked, when Englishmen and Frenchmen fought, 
" Had these men any quarrel?" and we adopt his reply : 
" Busy as the devil is, not the smallest. They lived far 
enough apart; were the entirest strangers; nay, in so 
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wide a universe there was even, unconsciously, by com- 
merce, some mutual helpfulness between them. How 
then? Simpleton! Their governors had fallen out, and 
instead of shooting one another, had the cunning to make 
these poor blockheads shoot." 

Let those who hold that the Civil War settled the right 
of the black men in this country to equal civil and politi- 
cal liberty, test the Southern atmosphere on the race 
question. Indeed, a stranger might infer that the South 
triumphed, so general has been the acquiescence of the 
North in the social and political fettering of the blacks 
by the shot-gun and State legislation. 

Moreover, the present aggravated ills of the country 
are the direct legacy of the Civil War. Without it the 
protective tariff would long since have given way to, the 
English system of revenue, towards which it was rapidly 
tending. The greenback and silver controversies would 
never have been born. The plutocracy which has assumed 
such alarming proportions had its genesis in army con- 
tracts, inflated prices and special privileges so easily 
obtained unnoticed amid the clash of arms. 

When one assumes that the Revolutionary and the 
Civil wars were good ones, because certain benefits re- 
sulted, the question is begged. It is so easy to point to 
the seen and ignore the unseen. Moncure D. Conway 
has well said that without the Revolution this country 
would inevitably have obtained full political freedom 
without bloodshed. To-day, if one is asked where the 
best constitutional government exists, where public honor 
is most conspicuous, life securest, and justice most cer- 
tain, the country of George the Third suggests itself be- 
fore that of George Washington. 

Nor can human wisdom determine, if the sufferings of 
four million bondmen were put in one scale and the 
curses entailed by the war which freed them in another, 
which scale would kick the beam. By the necessity of 
the close contact of the North and South the active prin- 
ciples of liberty would have been in time sure to eradicate 
the blot of slavery by a natural law, and what is settled 
by reason and conscience, or by economic necessity, 
leaves no devil's brood behind it. " Nothing can be 
settled that is not settled right," said Charles Sumner, 
and legalized murder makes no fixed solution. Always 
the debate must be reopened. " War fails, try peace ; 
put up the useless sword," wrote Whittier, whose words 
are full of light and truth. 

The abolitionists, early imbued with the spirit of non- 
resistance, declared throughout theiv agitation their pur- 
pose never to encourage the use of carnal weapons for 
the destruction of slavery. The power of truth through 
the spoken word they believed to be more potent than 
all the armies and navies of the globe. So Franklin's 
sentiment that " there never was a good war or a bad 
peace " has lived and will live by reason of its essential 
verity. 

Because, in spite of war, civilization has sometimes 
gone forward on the powder cart, as Lowell said, it is no 
excuse for or justification of the drastic means. The 
conflagration of a great city is an apparent benefit to 
workmen who are called to help in its rebuilding. The 
fact that the regenerated city surpasses the old is still no 
excuse for kindling the fire, although there are doubtless 
many clergymen who could find a text for the ethics of 
incendiarism if the popular sentiment demanded it. 
Good effects are pretty sure to follow from the reforms 
necessitated by a pestilential scourge, but to 'glorify the 



cholera or the plague in consequence, as we glorify war, 
would be ridiculous, even though the bravery of nurses 
often exceeds the valor of the soldiers. Philosophically, 
of course, we have to recognize that war results from 
violating moral law, just as disease follows a disregard 
of sanitary laws, but obedience to the law and not war or 
disease is the single remedy and the price that cannot be 
evaded. 

What influence can an association like this have upon 
the great question of peace ? In the eyes of the Ameri- 
can people, generally, this is an assembly of well-mean- 
ing but sentimental cranks, a crank being a person who 
is deluded enough to think that a principle is of most 
value when its application is needed. The majority of 
mankind pronounce that the very time for its absolute 
suspension. 

Much more respectable is it to have the facility of 
changing front quickly. The president of a great uni- 
versity is in evidence. In time of peace he could affirm 
that " Jingoism was a chip-on-the-shoulder attitude. It 
meant bully and brute, and was foreign to American poli- 
cy. American institutions should teach just the opposite 
doctrine— a doctrine that should be taught in the schools, 
through the periodicals and press of the country. We 
did not desire to carry to the people of the earth liberty 
by force of arms, but by teaching them the blessings of 
peace, liberty and self-government." When Jingoism 
prevailed and war began, from the same lips came the 
declaration that " the educated youth who loves his coun- 
try does not stop to consider for what precise cause his 
country has gone to war," but goes in the spirit " with 
which a lover casts a rose at the feet of his mistress." 
No wonder that the thought of Charles Sumner was a 
disturbing one to the speaker, and prompted his charac- 
terization of the argument of that noble address on " The 
True Grandeur of Nations " as " vicious.' ' 

In the anxious days preceding the declaration of war 
with Spain, a well-known publicist protested that it would 
be " a great mistake," and that when Spain was trying 
to satisfy us we forced war upon her ; that while " we 
are annexing to our body politic an open sore, we are 
making ourselves responsible for a population wholly 
unfit for the conditions of American life." The declara- 
tion of war came almost before the ink was dry, yet the 
same pen was facile enough to write an adjuration that 
"we give support to the war, not merely by passive ac- 
quiescence, but by throwing our hearts ,f"-d hopes into 
the struggle — by aiding, enduring, wishing* praying for 
the success of the United States against Spain." 

But we, who profess at all times to abhor war, believ- 
ing that no change in circumstances can ever change the 
law of God, who fail to see why burning words ot truth 
on April 20 were not true on April 21, because unprinci- 
pled demagogues at Washington consummated a nefari- 
ous scheme, can take no cognizance of these extenuating 
pleas for self-stultification. It is asserted that while we 
did not approve the entrance to an evil course, once be- 
ing started on it we are bound to pursue it with vigor. 
This philosophy is calculated to sap the foundations of 
self-government. Men who assert this practically en- 
dorse the infamous doctrine, "Our country right of 
wrong." 

The moralist cannot thus play fast and loose with sacred 
principles. Though one protest against and disapprove 
of a proposed robbery, although the plunder be promised 
to charity or foreign missions, yet to consent to it because 
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the thieves outnumber him, in no way lessens his respon- 
sibility for the crime. To seek exculpation on the ground 
of previous disapproval is to use the reasoning of Jesuit- 
ism. And for those who, disbelieving ia the war, en- 
listed because government decreed it, Lowell's Yankee 
truism holds good : 

" Guv'ment aint to answer for it, 
God'Il send the bill to you." 

If party and country were not made idols to be wor- 
shipped, such treason to humanity implied by the current 
war ethics would be impossible. What is more mon- 
strous than the abnegation of conscience because superior 
numbers oppose one's conviction ? To go with the mul- 
titude to do evil is to substitute darkness for light. If 
party demands the sacrifice, then party is to be deserted 
and denounced. If government enacts statutes contro- 
verting the higher law of justice, disobedience becomes a 
duty. The church which shelters iniquity, or the state 
which decrees injustice, must be denounced as false au- 
thorities in the name of true religion and righteous law. 

'• If Church and State reply, 
Give Church and State the lie." 

War is incompatible with free government. It is the 
handmaid of despotism. It necessitates the stifling of 
free discussion. The respectable Boston daily, par excel- 
lence, hastened to declare that he who asserted that the 
country had entered upon " an unnecessary and unright- 
eous war is guilty of an infamous crime, which has all the 
guilt of treason," and Gen. Schofield, from the Presidio, 
uttered his martial note of warning against free speech. 

The Spaniards are less enemies of the United States 
than these slaves and tools. Rebellion against such ty- 
rants is obedience to God. " One soul against the flesh 
of all mankind" is invulnerable. 

It is true that law-breakers must risk the penalty. It 
is absurd to disobey and expect to evade the conse- 
quences. But what higher honor can be vouchsafed to 
man than to suffer unjustly for the truth? It is the gib- 
bet and the dungeon that mark more truly the advance 
of civilization than the battles that usurp so much space 
in history. The victims and martyrs have always been 
men and women who rebelled against established order. 
I live in the hope of sometime seeing in Harvard College 
the portrait of Wendell Phillips, in its gallery of worthies, 
illuminated with this inscription he once desired for his 
epitaph: -'^nfidel and traitor; infidel to a church that 
could be af<$eace in the presence of sin ; a traitor to a 
government that was a magnificent conspiracy against 
justice." How much more valuable the lesson of inde- 
pendence it would convey than the ordinary incentives to 
subservience which lead to coveted degrees ! 

Independence of thought and action is the need of the 
time. Parties have become masters instead of tools and 
must be put to their proper use. Governments whose 
sovereign powers are employed to curtail individual rights 
must be taught their true place and function. To accom- 
plish this, eternal vigilance and unceasing protest at ' 
every despotic step is the duty of loyalty and patriotism 
alike. " I could not love thee, dear, so much, loved I 
not honor more," is the motto which every freeman, as 
well as lover, should wear. 

The example of the hero, Van der Ver, of Holland, is 
of inestimable value. Tolstoi has preserved it for all 
time. When called to serve in the National Guard, the 
young man firmly refused to obey. Listen to his rea- 
sons : "I fully appreciate that I may have a heavy 



account to settle, that you can punish me, and that you 
will not hesitate to use your full power. But that does 
not frighten me. The reasons that have led me to pas- 
sive resistance offer me a sufficient conpensation for any 
suffering I may incur. . . . When I was younger, I 
suffered myself to be taught the art of killing ; but now I 
refuse. Especially do I desire not to have to kill at an- 
other's command, for then it becomes a murder which the 
conscience condemns, and which has its motive neither in 
personal impulse nor in any other cause. Can you show 
me anything more degrading to a human being than the 
accomplishment of such murders or massacres ?" To the 
argument that it is the chief duty of the National Guard 
to contribute to the maintenance of civil order, he replies : 
" I flatly refuse to cooperate in the maintenance of the 
existing order, which signifies ' the support accorded to 
the rich against laborers who begin to have knowledge of 
their rights.' And can you suppose for a moment that 
I would take part in the defence of persons who, I am 
convinced, keep alive the war between Capital and La- 
bor ; that 1 will fire on laborers who act entirely within 
the limit of their rights? You are not so blind as that. 
It is for these reasons," he concludes, "but especially 
because I hate recognized murder, that I refuse to serve 
in the National Guard, requesting that you send me neither 
uniform nor arms, since it is my firm determination not 
to bear them." It is this spirit that the hour demands. 

Now that the formal peace between this country and 
Spain has been practically consummated, it is broadly 
recognized that a far more difficult contest is pending. 
This four months' military debauch is to furnish occasion 
for years of repentance. Nature will cover with green 
the graves of the slain on land ; the mangled and drowned 
bodies of those who perish on the water will speedily dis- 
solve into the material elements of which they were com- 
posed ; but the serious injury done to the principles which 
have guided the republic to greatness will long remain to 
trouble and perplex it. 

With the acceptance of Hawaii from the hands of the 
conspirators who captured it by the naval connivance and 
aid of the United States, a new creed must be evolved to 
perpetuate the unjust conditions there existing. A justi- 
fication has to be found for the diminutive oligarchy 
which controls, without the consent of the governed, a peo- 
ple as much entitled to self-government as President Dole. 

The denial of suffrage rights to the Hawaiians, treating 
truth as geographical, is a betrayal of democracy at 
home. What shall it profit a nation to conquer all the 
islands of the sea if thereby the surrender of its own vi- 
tal principle is the price ? 

The advocates of the war truly say that we have come out 
of the conflict a different nation. Not, however, in the no- 
bler sense which they would imply, but with that danger- 
ous consciousness of brute strength, destructive to the spirit 
and tempting to emulation in paths leading to the abyss 
in which so many promising democracies have perished. 

To gain the Hawaiian islands by the loss of our belief 

in " a government of the people, for the people, and by 

the people," is a costly exchange. To obtain Cuba and 

Porto Rico at the expense of an increased standing army 

and navy is to pay a deadly price. To surrender the 

Monroe doctrine for the Philippines is to demonstrate 

that something more than the Spanish squadron went 

down under Dewey's guns at Manila. The old chart and 

compass which have served so well to keep the country 

clear of the rocks and shoals of international greed will 
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be of little use on this new voyage of imperialism. 

Lincoln's Gettysburg address and Lowell's classic de- 
fence of democracy must be suppressed at Honolulu be- 
cause they are dangerous utterances under a despotic 
oligarchy. Every politician henceforth must keep two 
sets of principles, one for home, the other for colonial 
consumption, and speak with double tongue. 

Hardly a single current reform movement has escaped 
injury from the war. The women who rebel against taxa- 
tion without representation will have a difficult task to 
prove that they are entitled to suffrage more than the dis- 
franchised masses of the Sandwich Islands. The advo- 
cates of the single tax will be met on every hand with 
worse conditions and multiplied taxes, the direct legacy 
of the late war, to which so many of them consented. Al- 
ready the land-grabbers are organizing to possess the 
valuable lands in the new domains acquired by stealth 
and bloodshed. The civil service reformer will find in- 
creased obstacles to surmount. The spoilsmen are now 
scenting the offices to be established. The labor unions 
will have food for contemplation in heavier taxes and a 
fiercer struggle for employment. In their revolt against 
injustice, they must reckon with soldiers whose only duty 
is to obey unthinkingly the orders of the powers that be. 
They have helped enthrone a despotism by acquiescence 
and cannot wonder when militarism produces increasedna- 
tional poverty and degradation, as it has in Italy and Spain. 

England has been held up as an example of success in 
the foreign extension of her empire. Instead, it has been 
a monumental mistake. It is true that in her many colo- 
nies she has thrown the protection of constitutional gov- 
ernment over the white man, and wisely kept open ports 
for the commerce of the world, but for the races she holds 
in subjugation for selfish ends, liberty is a stranger. 
John Morely has pictured the truth in these graphic 
words addressed to his own countrymen : 

" First you push on into territories where you have no 
business to be, and, in our case, where you had promised 
you would not go ; secondly, your intrusion provokes re- 
sentment, and in these wild countries resentment means 
resistance ; thirdly, you instantly cry out that the people 
are rebellious, and that their act is rebellion ; this in spite of 
your own assurance that you have no intention of setting 
up a permanent sovereignty over them ; fourthly, you send 
a force to stamp out the rebellion ; and fifthly, having 
spread bloodshed, confusion, and anarchy, you declare, 
with hands uplifted to the heavens, that moral reasons 
force you to stay, for if you were to leave, this territory 
would be left in a condition which no civilized power 
could contemplate with equanimity or with composure. 
These are the five stages of the Forward Rake's Progress." 

I am a lover of the English people, and proud of their 
real progress in morals and philanthropy, but I distrust 
and fear every honeyed word now used to lure the 
United States from its right policy of non-interference 
with old-world quarrels. India has no love for its op- 
pressor, and its volcanic condition is the nightmare which 
disturbs the sleep of English statesmen when Russia 
pushes its remorseless extension in the direction of 
British Indian domain. Behind the diplomatic duel with 
Russia is India, and in the threatening clash of arms, 
no wonder that the lion wants the eagle's help. It will 
be a foolish bird to lend itself as such an ally. 

Anglo-Saxon civilization has a rhetorical sound, but 
fine words cannot hide its barbaric record. In this coun- 
try it has sheltered negro slavery, robbed and murdered 



the Indians, and committed atrocities against the China- 
men. In England wherever commerce has obtained foot- 
ing among alien nations by the sword, Anglo-Saxon 
civilization has meant, 

" Shoddy and 'loaded' cottons, 
And beer and Bibles and rum." 

Rudyard Kipling asks, " Where is the flag of Eng- 
land?" and answers it proudly in heroic verse. The 
London Truth, with more verity if with less poetry, an- 
swers it in kind : 

" Where Is the flag of England? 

Seek the lands where the natives rot; 
Where decay and assured extinction 

Must soon be the people's lot; 
Go search for the once glad islands, 

Where disease and death are rife, 
And the greed of a callous commerce 

Now battens on human life !" 

Are we to repeat these infamies in the abused name of 
civilization ? Our nobler part is self-purgation and free- 
dom. Emerson voices it : 

" Be just at home; then write your scroll 

Of honor o'er the sea, 
And bid the broad Atlantic roll, 

A ferry of the free." 

To, be the land of refuge for all hunted and down-trod- 
den peoples is a glory exceeding all conquest and exten- 
sion of empire. To emancipate our great continent from 
land monopoly, recognizing the right of all mankind to 
the use of the earth, and to declare absolute free trade 
with all nations, would lay the basis of a civilization 
which no narrow prefix of Anglo-Saxon could describe. 
It would include the human race. 

If my strain has seemed too sombre, it is not because I 
despair of the republic ; but with the example of previous 
republics, wrecked on this rock of foreign empire, how 
can we be hopeful if the present course is shaped by the 
approval of the people ? 

I do not believe that the case is understood. Often in 
the recollection of the present generation, when dangers 
were imminent, and escape seemed impossible, the plain 
people, though liable to be mistaken, and slow to appre- 
ciate the situation, have at last averted the catastrophe. 
Our appeal therefore is to them. Instead of acquiescing 
in the suppression of vital principles as is now urged, we 
must assert and reiterate them with uncompromising 
distinctness. 

The Declaration of Independence is not a glittering 
generality. Lincoln and Lowell, and not the politicians 
who usurp the public gaze, are the true prophets of de- 
mocracy. The nation must be held to its solemn promise 
to give self-government to Cuba, and we must insist up- 
on the same in Porto Rico and Hawaii. Regarding the 
Philippines, as long as the expression of opinion can 
have weight in determining the national policy, let us 
protest against their retention in any form. Considering 
our distinct failures with subject races within our own 
borders, to annex millions of half-civilized and savage 
Pacific Islanders indicates a madness inviting destruc- 
tion. Republics are unfitted by their principles for hold- 
ing colonies in practical slavery, no matter how benevo- 
lent the intention may be. Hands off the dangerous 
Philippines ! 

Spain might well celebrate with genuine gratitude her 
deliverance from these distant and accursed possessions 
wherein her vast treasure has been squandered, and thou- 
sands of her youth have found a graveyard. Hereafter 
the burden upon the backs of her poor will grow lighter, 
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and mothers will weep less when the man-child is born. 

In conclusion I wish again to emphasize the duty of 
peace men to make conscience paramount to law or 
party. We have too long been in fetters to the fetich of 
patriotism, not unnaturally, because in the Civil War 
patriotism was on the side of truth and liberty. But as 
an unreasoning sentiment nothing can be more pernicious 
or more calculated to enslave the mind. I think that 
Tolstoi does not exaggerate when he affirms that "pa- 
triotism produces only lies, violence and murder." 

I thrill with enthusiastic reverence at Renan's noble 
declaration. After the destructive invasion of his coun- 
try and the burning of his own house by the Prussian 
soldiers, his companions were hot with sentiments of re- 
venge. " No vengeance !" cried the great writer, "Perish 
France, rather ! Perish the idea of country ! Higher 
still the kingdom of duty and reason !" 

When men can bring themselves to that ideal position, 
even though they be few in number, the knell of armies 
and battles is sounded. The universal conscience to-day 
condemns war, and every individual revolt against it, 
like Van de Ver's, will be, as Tolstoi says, like the drop 
of water trickling through a dyke, the removal of one 
brick from an immense edifice or the undoing of a knot in 
the strongest net. The destruction of the dyke, the edi- 
fice and the net will have begun. 

" The refusal (to serve as a soldier) will be followed 
by an increasing number of refusals," says the great Rus- 
sian non-resistant. " And when there have been enough, 
suddenly the very men (and they are legion), the very 
men who yesterday still said that we cannot live without 
war, will declare that they have for a long time been pro- 
claiming its stupidity and immorality, and that they 
advise everybody to follow the example of Van de Ver. 
And of war and armies, as they actually exist to-day, 
only the memory will remain. This time is at hand." 
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Methods of Promoting Arbitration. 

BY REV. JOSIAH STRONG, D.D. 

Oar text this morning is " How?" Carlyle somewhere 
says that the insight of genius consists in co-operating 
with the real tendency of the world. And this is true, 
because the real tendency of the world is given to it by 
the hand of its Creator and Governor. That Creator is 
committed to international arbitration, because he is 
pledged to ultimate peace. The real tendency of the 
world involves the full, coming of democracy and the com- 
pletion of the organization of industry. We are entered 
upon the final stage of industrial development, which is 
the organization of a world industry. This world-ten- 
dency involves also the complete development of a world- 
life, a world-conscience. And all these involve ultimate 
international arbitration. Some one doubtingly savs, 
" Is international arbitration possible?" I reply, "No, 
it is not possible, it is inevitable. It is for us to hasten 
its coming, and that can best be done by intelligently 
co-operating with the real tendency of the world. 

How? I think we should all agree in the general 
answer that it must be done by educating public opinion 
and the public conscience. Washington said, "In pro- 
portion as the structure of a government gives effect 



to public opinion, it is essential that public opinion be 
enlightened." In a democracy the structure of govern- 
ment gives all effect to public opinion hence among us it 
is imperative that public opinion and the popular con- 
science be enligthened. How? 

Arbitration, like every other reform, divides society 
into three classes ; its friends, who are few ; its enemies, 
who are few ; the indifferent, who are many. If the re- 
form succeeds, it must win its victory from the indiffer- 
ent ; hence the problem is how to reach the indifferent. 
The pulpit cannot reach them ; it is the interested who 
come within its reach. Extended investigations show 
that more than one-half of the people of the United 
States never enter any church, Protestant or Catholic. 
The press will not reach the indifferent ; the daily press 
has very little influence touching moral reforms, for it is 
partisan, and as such it is distrusted. The religious 
press does not reach the hands of those who never attend 
church. Conventions are good ; they influence those who 
attend, but the indifferent stay- away because they are 
indifferent. We print papers, we publish pamphlets, we 
write books, and it is the interested who buy them, the 
indifferent do not. We have reached those we did not 
need to reach, and we have failed to reach those who 
needed our message. The ordinary propaganda of re- 
forms does not answer this question, " How shall we 
reach the indifferent ?" 

Public opinion can be educated only by the truth. If 
the indifferent do not care enough for the truth to come 
and get it, and will not buy it, we must care enough for 
it and for them to carry it to them. If it is essential 
to get Mahomet and the mountain together, and the 
mountain will not come to Mahomet, there is a perfectly 
simple and obvious solution, Mahomet must go to the 
mountain. 

How shall it be done ? If pastors were to undertake 
it, they would have to be miraculously multiplied like the 
loaves and fishes. But there is an agency at the hand of 
every pastor, entirely equal to so great a task. In every 
community we have our Young People's Society of Chris- 
tian Endeavor, the Epworth League, the Baptist Union, 
and similar bodies whose aggregate membership is now 
about five millions in the United States. It is entirely 
practicable to divide a community between its several 
churches assigning a district to each, and for each pastor 
to subdivide his district, assigning a dozen or fifteen fami- 
lies to each messenger. Enlist these young people and 
we have a machinery simple, effective. If even one in 
ten of these young people, pledged to Christ and to moral 
reforms, should distribute a dozen leaflets once a month, 
they would reach six million families, with seventy-two 
million leaflets, in a year. 

This work has already begun. During the past year 
this plan has been presented to over six hundred clergy- 
men, and without an exception they have accepted it. 
It has been presented to many of the most eminent men 
in the United States, including many hard-headed busi- 
ness men ; and they say, without exception, that is the 
thing to do. Spencer Trask said to me, " It has possi- 
bilities that are simply illimitable." Robert Ogden, 
whom you know as a great business man identified with 
many lines of Christian work, said to me, " This appeals 
to me as nothing else that I know of." Richard Watson 
Gilder said, when the plan was explained to him, " I do 
not see how we can save the country without it." Al- 
ready many of the best minds in the country are identi- 



